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Cunningham Semple was admitted to the Alleghany County bar, De- 
cember 3, 1798. I understand he died in Butler County, Pennsylvania. 
Alleghany, Pennsylvania. Isaac Ceaig. 

Penn Family (Penna. Mag., Vol. XVI. p. 246).— A note at the 
above reference refers to the omission by Mr. Lea of the important 
words, " and those Penns of Penn in ye C. of Bucks," in his " copy," so 
called, of the inscription to Admiral Penn at Bristol. 

According to a correspondent of Quakeriana, No. 8, p. 121 (October, 
1894), Mrs. Webb's copy of this part of the inscription, duly spaced, is 
as follows : 

"To the just memory of | Sir William Penn, | Knight and sometimes 
General, | born at Bristol, Ano 1621, | Son of Captain Giles Penn, sev- 
eral years Consul for the English in | the Mediterranean, of the Penns 
of Penlodge in the county | of Wilts, and those Penns of Penn in the | 
county of Bucks ; | and by his Mother from the Gilberts in the County 
of Somerset | originally from Yorkshire. | " 

The article in Quakeriana is written in support of the theory of 
Penn's descent from the Penns of Penn Manor, which is defended on 
heraldic, monumental, traditional, and some documentary evidence. 

T. S. 

The Palatines op Block Island (Penna. Mag.. Vol. XI. p. 243).— 
At the March meeting of the Colonial Society of Massachusetts, Mr. 
Henry H. Edes communicated a letter from Peter Faneuil to Peter 
Baynton, merchant of Philadelphia, dated April 24, 1740, in which he 
refers to "two unfortunate Palatine women that were sometime ago 
wrecked on their voyage to your place [Philadelphia]." Block Island is 
not mentioned by Faneuil, but circumstances point to the shipwreck 
there. A. M. F. D. 

Abrams — Jones (Penna. Mag., Vol. XVIII. p. 271). — Genealogi- 
cal data relating to the Abrams family may be obtained by correspond- 
ing with Mrs. M. M. Walker, 1617 Green Street, Philadelphia. 

Historical Sketches. A collection of papers prepared for the His- 
torical Society of Montgomery County, Pennsylvania. Vol. I. Nor- 
ristown, Pennsylvania, 1895. 416 pages. 
The Montgomery County Historical Society, which was organized in 
1881, has, through its Committee of Publications, made a selection of the 
papers and sketches prepared by such of its members who are interested 
in historical research, and incorporated them in the volume before us. 
A portrait of the first president of the Society, and illustrations of old 
churches and maps, add to the interest of the text. The Society num- 
bers sixty members ; the entrance fee is one dollar and the dues fifty 
cents a year. 

Eegister of Members of the Society of Sons of the Eevolu- 

TioN IN THE Commonwealth of Massachusetts. Boston, 1895. 

117 pp. 

We are indebted to Walter Kendall Watkins, Esq., of the Publication 

Committee, for a copy of this handsomely printed book, containing a 

register of the oflScers and members of the Massachusetts Society, with 

the service claims of their Revolutionary ancestors. The value of the 
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register is further increased by the report of the Tablet Committee, 
with illustrations of the tablets placea to mark historic sites, and a 
register of the officers of the General and State Societies. The Society 
numbers upwards of three hundred members. 

The German Pietists of Peovincial Pennsylvania. By Julius 
Friedrich Sachse. 
There is one feature in the religious history of the Province of Penn- 
sylvania — the Pietistic societies — which has not been given much atten- 
tion by our historians. Forced by the continual wars on the continent of 
Europe, by the distress they entailed, but above all by religious oppres- 
sion, these people, many of them of gentle blood and liberal education, 
sought and found in Penn's domain that freedom which had been with- 
held from them at home. Prominent among them were John Klepius, 
the Falkners, John Seelig, Conrad Matthaei, and Christopher Witt, a 
famous physician and magician. Their principal seat was near the 
romantic banks of the Wissahickon. The first volume of this work, 
now going through the press, covers the period from 1694, the year of 
the arrival of Klepius in Philadelphia, to 1708, and, among others, 
will contain chapters giving a history of the Pietistic sects, Klepius's 
diary, the Eosicrucians, on Koester, Reynier Jansen, Conrad Mat- 
thaei, the " Woman in the Wilderness," the " Mystics of the Wissa- 
hickon," the " Hermits of the Ridge," and the Sabbatarians. Mr. 
Sachse has devoted many years to the study of Pennsylvania sect-life, 
and in his forthcoming work we look for the subject being exhaustively 
treated. Upwards of two hundred illustrations, maps, and title-pages, 
in addition to twenty full-page photogravures, will be added to the text. 

Meeion in the Welsh Tbact, with Sketches op the Town- 
ships OF Havekfoed and Radnor. Historical and Genealogi- 
cal Collections concerning the Welsh Barony in the Province of 
Pennsylvania, settled by the Cymric Quakers in 1682. By Thomas 
Allen Glenn. Price, $8.50. 
The announcement of the approaching publication of this work will 
be hailed with pleasure by the numerous descendants of the Cymric 
Quakers who settled on " The Great Welsh Tract," which includes within 
its limits the ancient townships of Merion, Radnor, and Haverford, 
near Philadelphia. In addition to the history of the old " Barony," 
there will be inserted genealogies of the principal colonists, which will 
include, among others, the families of Roberts, Owen, Bevan, Cadwala- 
der, Lewi.s, Evans, Ellis, Lloyd, Jones, Thomas, Aubrey, Rees, Wil- 
liams, and Wynne. The text will be embellished by the introduction 
of old letters and documents, fac-similes of manuscripts, coats of arms, 
and illustrations from rare prints and photographs taken in Wales. 
The work is the result of many years of research in this country and 
Wales, and from the well-known care which characterizes all the his- 
torical and genealogical work of Mr. Glenn, we look for an interesting 
and authentic history, which has long been wanted. The edition is 
limited to five hundred copies. Orders should be sent to the author at 
Ardmore, Pennsylvania. 

The Feench in Ameeica during the War foe Independence 
OF the United States, 1777 to 1783. By Thomas Balch. Vol. 
II. Philadelphia: Porter & Coates, 1895. Pp. 262. 
In the English translation of the second volume of " Les Fraupais en 

Am^rique," by Edwin Swift Balch and Elise Willing Balch, the accom- 
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plished son and daughter of the author, we have comprehensive sketches 
of the French regiments and a list of the officers of the army and navy 
who took part in the war of American Independence, either as volun- 
teers with a commission from Congress, or in the French expedition. 
The admirable biographical sketches and notes by the author entailed 
much research in the archives of the Ministry of War and family papers, 
and are especially valuable to biographers and historians. English 
readers will be glad that another and important gap in the history of 
our Kevolution has been so acceptably filled. Typographically the 
book is attractive, and is neatly bound. 

The American Historical Eegister for June comes to us en- 
larged in form, and is an attractive number. The special feature is the 
article on " The Siege of Louisbourg in 1745," for which chapters have 
been written by John Austin Stevens, Admiral Eoe, Walter K. Wat- 
kins, F. Senter Frisbie, and G. C. Gillespie, and the text is generously 
illustrated with portraits, views, maps, plans, and autographs. A roster 
of the troops who composed the expedition, obtained from the British 
War Office, is appended. " The Third New Hampshire Eegiment at 
Bunker Hill," by Captain Charles B. Dahlgren, and "Some Colonial 
Families" (Taylor, of Virginia) are interesting contributions. The pro- 
ceedings and celebrations of the patriotic hereditary societies are very 
full ; the minutes of the meeting of the General Society of Sons of the 
Eevolution, held in Faneuil Hall, Boston, April 19, are from the stenog- 
rapher's notes. Extra copies may be had at 120 South Sixth Street, 
Philadelphia. 

A History of the People of the United States from the 
Eevolution to the Civil War. By John Bach McMaster. 
Vol. IV. Pp. 630. New York : D. Appleton & Co. 
The fourth volume of Professor McMaster's history opens with the 
year 1812 and closes with the beginning of 1821, when "the long 
struggle over Missouri passed into history;" but these nine years are so 
fruitM of important events that it is impossible for us to more than 
glance at some of them. The general failure of the campaigns on our 
northern border, through incompetency and jealousy, was more than 
compensated by the brilliant naval victories of Perry, Hull, Bainbridge, 
Decatur, and other officers, and by Jackson's victory on the Mississippi, 
of which the historian gives spirited descriptions. The questions of the 
fisheries and boundaries, long subjects of contention, and the tariff, are 
graphically treated, and the chapter on population, pauperism and the 
efforts to suppress it, the temjjerance question, modification of the penal 
laws and law of debt, the penitentiary system, the organization of Bible 
and missionary societies, the condition of the free negroes and the colo- 
nization movement, and other economic measures, are instructive. 
Probably the most interesting chapter to Pennsylvanians is that which 
treats of the internal improvements of the country and their develop- 
ment, in which the Commonwealth's position is pointed out as an en- 
viable one, for, says Professor McMaster, " the United States led the 
world, but Pennsylvania led the United States." The volume is illus- 
trated by excellent maps of the seat of war on the northern frontier, on 
the Mississippi, and in West Florida ; limits under the fishery treaty 
of 1818 ; and in showing in five degrees of density the distribution 
within the territory east of the one hundredth meridian of the popula- 
tion of the United States in 1820, and numerous diagrams of cruises of 
our men-of-war and naval fights. 



